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Left The kitchen is a natural gathering
spot for Alberto and Marisa, who love to
cook, and their two sons, Zeno, 11, and
Paolo, 9.

Above A snapshot of the kitchen sink
before Carrboro architect Sophie Piesse
stepped in to update the space.
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HOW THEY LIVE
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Above Instead of a mudroom,
Sophie designed a nook

with cubbies and hooks just
off of the garage. She also
included a computer desk

in the kitchen for ultimate
convenience,

Right Hill Country
Woodworks built the
extension that transformed
Marisa and Alberto’s first
dining table — which seated
just the two of them -~ into
one large enough to host 10.
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like. And their taste is anything but

traditional.

ROOM WITH AVIEW
hl n I}':‘ o ;"|v h m-_f"'.r l}':_'
3,200-square-toor home
with four bedrooms and
three-and-a-half bathrooms in 2003,
the circa- 1950 kitchen had never been
renovated. [t was galley-style, complete
with a wood-paneled cetling. "We both
love cooking,” Marisa says, “and felt like
the galley kitchen obstructed our view of
both the outside and our then-toddlers.”
The couples’ sons, Zeno and Paolo, now
11 and 9, no longer need 1o be warched
so closely, but there is no doubr that the
new open kitchen makes the home much
mare livable for the whole family
To transform their dated space into
their shared, contemporary vision, the
couple enlisted the help of Carrboro
architect Sophie Piesse. The cobalt
blue, custom wooden cabinetry was
painted using high-gloss automaotive
paint. Marisa and Alberto acrually
purc hased automotive hnn’lhn.:'- pamt
and ’I'h_'l'. ;"H.'ll-.'\l |'|';n\i\ 1o |1:'[;' them
choase just the right color
But it's not just the color that makes

these cabinets unigue. To minmmize

counter space, which C -:xl._i l_.nl-'. h\. mc

clurtered and fight with the modem
sleekness of the kitchen, Sophie designed
the kitchen as a series of closets, each
serving a specific purpose. A coffee closet
holds the coffee maker, supplies and mugs
so thart e oy Ilml:: 15 At vour hnge Tps bur
can be shut off from view when not in
use. The same goes for other often-used
appliances. Even the pantry is hidden

in the wall of cabinetry, with pullour

drawers of various sizes, Frosted '_‘[ 1ss doors
in the top cabinets offer visual balance t
the saturared color

When it came to the counterts black
quarez was chosen for its durabiliey. Iralian
company Futuro made the cylindrical

hood that hangs above the gas stovetop
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For Alberto, whao is from Milan, this was

an casy choice. Extending from the large
island, a small round table s ideal for

casual meals. While the kitchen serves as
the nartural gathering place for the family,

its openness also enhances the spaces

extending off of . P
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CABIN IN THE WOODS
he main dining area is open
to the kitchen. The 10-person
dining table was built around

Marisa and Alberto's first dining table,

oht by her brother and

which was bou
was large enough just tor the couple.
Artist Ted DeGrazia, a native of Marisa’s
homerown of Tucson, ["lllllll‘.l it.

Hill Country Woodworks. locared
just about a mile from the home, built
the table extension. “Irs nice 1o have
something that is from home and from
here," says Marisa. The chairs are
Amush-made. A pattern in the hardwood
floor anchors the dining area. “It's like
in area rug made our of wood,” savs
Marisa. "But much easier to ¢lean,” adds
"‘.”\:_'Vln J

When the boys — who both artend
McDougle Elementary - were vounger,
the small room oft the kitcchen and
\II:I:lhj area was the pertect ["' IVIOOMm,
Formerly a screened-in porch, the room
was closed in }". 1 previous owner l[
boasts a beautiful vaulted ceiling.

Now that the b s are .'l.lL'l. [hey
spend more time in the family's
music room, which also extends off
of the kitchen, Each family member
is very musical. The room contains
a harpsichord, a 1921 German-made
Stetnway grarxd prano (which was
converted from a player piano), violins, a

banjo, a guttar and a cello.

Alberto often spends summer
weekends working on his remote
control airplanes, while the boys
stay cool in the pool.

Stairs off the kitchen lead to the boys'
bedrooms, a book-lined family room
and a hobby room for Alberto, where he
warks on his remote control airplanes
Qutside offers JUst as much for the tamily

to enjoy and, with its swimming pool and

wooded serting, pros ides the perfect |'}.|\'v
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tor little boys to play and explore. The
family recently added the pool house with
a changing room, designed and built by
contractor Trip Renn, A two-story hg tree
sits just outside the pool gate, offering the
perfect mid-swim snack

The couple moved to Chapel Hill in
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Both Alberto and Marisa studied music in college. A music room
extending off of the kitchen serves as a creative space for them to play
together and for their sons to practice violin
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